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Francis Bacon (1561-1626)

* The first English essayist. (new
genre in English literature)

A well-known philosopher (the
founder of English materialist
philosophy.)

e Scientist
* The founder of modern science.
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Biographical Introduction

» Being the younger son of Elizabethan’s first Lord
Keeper, Bacon had a fortunate heritage and
background.

 Studied at Cambridge (Trinity College) and Gray's
Inn, entered Parliament, and gradually established
his reputation.

* Became Lord Keeper of King James but was
accused of taking bribes in office. After a token
of imprisonment, Bacon retired in disgrace and
spent his later years in the scientific research.



Bacon's Works

e Bacon's works can be divided into three
classes:

* The philosophical: Advancement of Learning
1605

. Novum Organum (New Instrument)
1620

* The literary works: Essays (of Truth, of
Death, of Studies, of Friendship etc)

« The Professional works: Maxims of the Law
and Reading on the Statue of Uses



Mottos by Bacon

* Beauty is as summer fruits, which are easy to corrupt,
and cannot last; and for the most part it makes a
dissolute youth, and an age a little out of
countenance.
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* It is impossible to love and be wise.
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» There is no man that imparteth his joys to his friends,
but that he joyeth the more; and no man that
im Sc1r"re’rh is"griefs to his friends, but he grieveth the
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HISTOF‘ICS make men wise; poets witty; the
math QYI\GTICS sulee natural philosophy deep; moral
r'ave ic and rhetoric able to contend. Abeunt

sTu Ia In mor'es
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 Nam et ipsa scientia potestas est.
(Knowledge is power'.lg K@qq

«  HMiRElEIE

« Wives are young men's mistresses,
companion's for middle age, and old
men's nurses. —"Of Marriage and
Single Life" .
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Essay

Essay is a short composition in prose that
undertakes to discuss a matter, express a point of
view and persuade us to accept a thesis on any
subject, or simply entertain.

An essay can be formal and informal.

The formal essay is relatively impersonal, or at
least as highly knowledgeable, and expounds the
subject in an orderly way.

In the informal essay, the author assumes a tone of
intfimacy with his audience, tends to deal with
everyday things and writes in a relaxed, self-
revelatory fashion.




Comments on "Essays”

»  Firstly, Bacon borrowed the title from the French philosopher
Montaigne (1533-1592) . But different from Montaigne's personal
and in.foramal style, Bacon's style is more formal and more tightly
organized.

«  Secondly, these essays cover a variety of subjgcfs, such as "the

meaning of truth,” "the composition of beauty,” “friendship,”
“marriage,” and "parents and children.”

»  Thirdly, these essays, though short, are sinewy, full of wisdom, and
elegantly phrased. They offer people useful and practical advice,
and encourage people to play more active roles in their social life.




Of Studies ¢

» Of studies is the most
popular of Bacon's 58
essays. It analyzes what
studies chiefly serve for,
the different ways adopted §
by different people to
pursue studies, and how
studies exert influence
over human character.




Presentaton
(FELCRRER)

« Questions to be discussed:
» What studies serve for? GEZEBBHLAINEA? )

» According to Bacon, what are the goods ways
of reading books?  (IFIEAIFFEBMLE? )

» How can studies exert influence over human
character? ([REIZREAAATRZAI ABIIEFZ? )




three parts

what are the
functions of
studies. A

the different how studies, aff e'c._
ways of reading one's humd‘n



What studies serve for?

« Studies serve for delight, for ornament and for
ability
- P EUETE, ELEE, BEUKA .

delight ornament ability
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The perfecT nature, and are

per ec’re ¥ experience; for
naTura abilities ar'e like natural
plants, that need pruning by study:
and studies themselves do give
forth directions too much at large,
except they be bounded in b
experience. (Studies and
Experience )
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How to read books?

« Read not to contradict and confute, nor to believe and take
for granted, nor to find talk and discourse, but to weigh and
consider.
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« Some books are to be tasted; others to be swallowed, and
some few to be chewed and digested.
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« Some books also may be read by deputy and
extracts made of them by others, but that
would be only in the less important arguments
and the meaner sort of books; else distilled
books are like common distilled waters, flashy
things.
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 Reading maketh a full man, conference a ready
man, and writing an exact man.
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How different subjects perfect one's character?

* Histories make men wise; poets, witty; the
mathematics, subtle; natural philosophy, deep,
moral, grave; logic and rhetoric, able to
contend. Abeunt studia in mores. (Studies
culminate in manners.)

» BRI, B A RTS, HCAMARE,
BEAENTRZ, AGES NS, B R
TR AT, B ER.

* Fit studies can improve one's impediment in
the wit.
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Studies serve for delight, for ornament, and for
ability. Their chief use for delight, is in privateness
and retiring; for ornament, is in discourse; and for
ability, is in the judgment and disposition of
business.
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For expert men can execute, and perhaps judge of
particulars, one by one; but the general counsels,
and the plots and marshalligg of affairs, come best
from those that are learned.
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To spend too much time in studies is sloth; to
use them too much for ornament, is affectation;
to make judgment wholly by their rules, is the
humour of a scholar.
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They perfect nature, and are perfected by
experience: for natural abilities are like natural
plants, That need pruning by study; and studies
themselves do aive forth directions too much at
large, except they be bounded in by experience.

PPN RIR AN, 2000 AN Z AN e, d K2R
AT E A, SRS A A TZ B e i
PR, MAULRTEZ, WKL,




* Crafty men contemn studies, simple men admire them, and wise men
use them; for they teach not their own use; but that is a wisdom
without them, and above them, won by observation.

s BB KA ESETS, ToAE iy, MER R, AT LUH A
mN, HPZEAEDRS, MmMaERS, &EUEBZ.

* Read not to contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for
granted; nor to find talk and discourse; but to weigh and consider.
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Nay, there is no stond or impediment in the wit,
but may be wrought out by fit studies: like as
diseases of the body may have appropriate
exercises. Bowling is good for the stone and
reins; shooting for the lungs and breast; gentle
walking for the stomach; riding for the head;
and the like. (parallelism, simile)
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« So if aman’s wit be wandering, let him study the mathematics; for in
demonstrations, if his wit be called awaﬁ never so little, he must begin
again. Lf his wit be not apt to disTir(nlguis. ‘or find differences, let him
study the schoolmen; for they are Cymini sectores. If he be not apt to
beat over matters, and to call up one thing to prove and illustrate
another, let him study the lawyers’ cases. So every defect of the mind
may have a special receipt.
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Theme/ content of the essay

* This essay deals with the uses and abuses of studies,
the proper and improper ways to pursue one's studies
and different effects of different books upon the
formation of human character.



What are the features of Bacon's essays?

 The language is very neat, pretty and weighty.

» The sentences are very short. Bacon also likes to
use more co-ordinate conjunctions than the
subordinated ones, such as "as, since, because”.

* Parallelism, epigrams, metaphor and simile

* Bacon's essays are famous for their brevity,
compactness and powerfulness.



Stylistic feature of "Of Studies”

Simplicity of diction
Conciseness of
expressions

Rhetoric devices @

(parallelism,
simile, metaphor,
climax, close
logical reason)
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Assighment

* What can you benefit from Bacon's of Studies?

« What are your study habits? Do you think you
should improve them?

« We are living in the age of "information explosion”,
what lessons can we learn from Bacon's of Studies
in our access to information?

* Preview John Donne's Song , John Milton's Paradise
Lost and John Bunyan's The Pilgrim’s Progress.



Recommendations

* http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/mik
e donnelly/ bacon.htm
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* http://history.hanover.edu/texts/bacon/bactabl
e.html
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